
                 	 J Sociology Soc Anth, 13(1-2): 1-16 (2022)
DOI: 10.31901/24566764.2022/13.1-2.373

© JSSA 2022

PRINT: ISSN 0976-6634 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6764

Social Interaction and Social Relations: A Sociological Analysis
Muoghalu Caroline Okumdi and Abrifor Chiedu Akporaro

Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria 
E-mail: omuoghal@yahoo.co.uk 

Department of Criminology and Security Studies, Federal University Oye-Ekiti, Nigeria 
E-mail: chiedu.abrifor@fuoye.edu.ng

KEYWORDS Mechanical Solidarity. Roles. Socialisation. Symbolic Interactionism. Status and Social Reality

ABSTRACT This paper reviews critically the relevance of social interaction and social relations as the core foundation for 
all human endeavours, making it possible for people to live together in every existing society. This is with a view to give a 
clear understanding and to demonstrate its centrality in the existence of human societies and in the emergence of the discipline 
of sociology. The objective of this paper is to create an understanding of social interaction and social relations. The paper 
employed the symbolic interactionist perspective to review the components and types of social interaction, socialisation and 
how it has evolved over the years. The study reveals that social interaction and social relations are very important, and form 
an integral part of human societies and this is why stigmatisation and ostracism are very effective as tools of social control and 
regulation. The study also reveals that social interaction and social relations form both micro and macro sociological orientations 
and have evolved over time, and this evolution has been facilitated by advancement in technology and globalisation. The 
paper concludes that the development of human beings and their societies depends on social interactions and social relations. 
The study recommends that the turn that social interaction and social relations takes can determine the level of development 
because if, social interaction is chaotic, it will bring about confusion and conflict and there will be little or no development. 
But, if social interaction were that of cooperation, more development would be recorded by society.
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